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The general attitude of the world towards us Christians is that 
of condescending, patronizing pity. As a general thing, they consider 
us poor, deluded fools.. They imagine that we Christians have lost 
our liberty and are hedged in on all sides so that we have no liberty 
of thought or action. Now if they mean by this that a Christian has 
no liberty to live in sin they are right. A Christian really has no 
liberty to live in sin. But, my friends, to live in sin and to fulfill 
the lusts of the flesh is not liberty; that is most disgraceful slavery 
in the bonds of Satan. Not the unbeliever who lives in sin and 
fulfills the lust of his flesh is really free, but we Christians who have 
come to the knowledge of Jesus. We are free indeed because the Son 
has made us free, John 8, 32—36. But the world is so blind that 
they serve the devil and boast of their fetters and imagine they are 
free. What delusion! 

Or, again, the world pities us as poor dupes, benighted, ignorant 
people, who have failed to keep up with the march of progress. Be- 
cause we retain our sober judgment and refuse to accept with open- 
mouthed wonderment the rantings of every so-called professor or 
doctor, but prove all things according to the Word of Truth, we are 
set down as old fogies who deserve the pity of.all intelligent, pro- 
gressive people. Of course! 

But what foolishness! We Christians do not care for, neither do 
we need, this pity and patronizing, condescending sympathy of the 
world. It is a case of love’s labor lost as far as we are concerned. 
We do not even appreciate this manifestation of the pity of the world. 
- Not we, but the self-satisfied, conceited world are in need of pity. 
Far from being objects of pity, Christians, rather, are highly favored 
persons, endowed with real enlightenment and enjoying privileges and 
advantages which none but a Christian possesses, and which are his 
solely from the fact that he is a Christian. In our text, St. Paul 
points out and glorifies these advantages. 

THE ADVANTAGES OF BEING A CHRISTIAN. 

1. By Christ we are enriched in everything; 

2. By Christ we have unfailing hope of eternal life. 
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1. 

“God is faithful . . . our Lord,” v. 9, says the apostle. God 
called us by the Gospel, and thus we were made Christians. This 
call was not in vain; “the testimony of Christ was confirmed in 
you,” v. 6. By the grace of God we have believed the Gospel and 
thus have entered into fellowship with “God’s Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.” We now stand in the closest union and communion with Jesus 
Christ. And the immediate consequence of this is, that “by Him we 
are enriched in everything,” v. 5. That is the first advantage of being 
a Christian. 

The apostle goes on and mentions some of the things wherein 
we have been enriched and abound through Jesus Christ, vzz., “in 
all utterance and in all knowledge,” v. 5. Jesus Himself is the wisdom 
of God, v. 24, and through His Word He communicates knowledge 
and wisdom to us, and the ability to give utterance to this knowledge. 
We have been endowed through Christ with the knowledge of all 
things needful for salvation. For example, we have the correct 
knowledge of God. The world by her wisdom knows not God, 1 Cor. 
1, 21. They know that there is a God; for “God left Himself not 
without witness,” Acts 14, 17. In the heart and conscience of every 
man it is indelibly written, There is a God. And “the heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth His handiwork,” 
Ps. 19, 1. There is no such thing as honest and sincere atheism. 
The fool who says, “There is no God” (Ps. 14, 1), utters a false- 
hood, and he knows it. But the world by her wisdom does not know 
who and what God is. The ancient Greeks were a highly intellectual 
and highly cultured people. The writings of their philosophers show 
a depth and penetration that has not been surpassed to this day. 
They still are studied in the colleges and universities. But did the 
ancient Greeks know God? In Athens, this seat of ancient learning, 
Paul, in his wanderings through the city, found an altar bearing the 
inscription: “To the Unknown God.” That was an admission that 
even highly cultured Athens knew not God. Of course, they had 
those whom they honored as gods, a veritable menagerie of superior 
and inferior gods, of full-fledged gods and demigods, of male gods 
and female gods, but they did not know the true God. And it is 
no better to-day. The world, also the educated, cultured world, does 
not know God. They hold childish, silly notions of Him. They 
speak of the universal Father, but know not who He is nor why 
He is Father. They speak of Fate, of the Supreme Being, of the 
Great Architect, but they can tell you nothing definite about this 
creature of their fancy. Ah, how different with us Christians! Even 
the humblest Christian knows more than the wisest philosopher when 
the question is to be answered, Who and what is God? He can 
tell you that God is a self-existent Spirit, three in persons, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, but only one in essence, eternal and indivisible. 
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Or take another example, the origin of the universe. The wise 
of this world indulge in. the most inane vagaries concerning the 
origin of the world. According to the doctrine taught in the schools 
of learning, both high and low, as a fact established by science, the 
universe is the product of evolution from some primeval cell that 
came from nobody knows where. Of course, the evolution from this 
microscopic cell to the present gigantic universe did not happen in 
a day; it required millions and millions of years. Just how many, 
scientists are not agreed. Their calculations differ by hundreds of 
millions of years. But a small matter like several hundred millions 
of years does not bother them. This stuff is palmed off as the height 
of learning by scientists, and the ignorant rabble receives it with 
open-mouthed wonderment and puts those who refuse to. accept it 
down as poor benighted fools. But what nonsense! You might as 
well believe that this church-building had grown of itself from a 
germ that came from no one knows where. Ah, what fortunate people 
are we Christians! We are not condemned to accept such nonsensical’ 
prattle. We are enriched in all knowledge also as to this question. 
We know the earth, with all that is in it, is the work of the almighty 
God, called into existence by His almighty fiat, not in the course of 
aeons, but in six consecutive days of twenty-four hours each. We 
know it is not eternal, but when it shall have served its purpose, the 
accomplishment of Christ’s kingdom, the earth and the works that 
are therein shall be destroyed by the fire of that great last day. 

Or, again, take the origin of man. According to the wisdom 
taught nowadays, man also is the product of evolution. Passing 
through all stages of animal life, from the very lowest and finally 
through that of the monkey and ape, man developed into what he 
now is. Some ‘years ago I read that a certain German professor 
[Haeckel], who then was regarded as the very acme of scientific 
learning, when visiting the “Tiergarten” in Berlin, stopped before a 
monkey cage and greeted the female chimpanzee in it as his aunt. 
This man was possessed of a high degree of self-knowledge before 
others of his kind. But is the word of the Scriptures (Rom. 1, 22) 
not literally fulfilled: “Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools”? Ah, wisdom of the world, we care not for thee! Judge, 
my friends, judge who is credulous, we Christians or the world! We 
have an answer also to this perplexing problem which the world in 
her wisdom has disgracefully failed to solve. We know God created 
man from the dust of the ground in His image and after His likeness, 
altogether different from, and superior to, the brute. We know man 
was not made solely for this life, but principally for the life to come, 
forever to dwell in the presence of God after his pilgrimage on 
earth is over. True, man did not persevere in his original state; he 
sinned, and thereby forfeited his sonship with God. But we Chris- 
tians know the way back to the Father; namely, through Jesus Christ, 
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who has atoned for the sins of the world. Ah, what blessed people, 
then, are we Christians! 

But the apostle declares that we Christians are enriched absolutely 
in everything. And the apostle made no mistake, nor is he ex- 
aggerating. We are enriched really in everything. To be sure, not 
all of us possess what the world is pleased to call riches, an abundance 
of gold and silver. But we Christians do possess the command and 
promise of our heavenly Father: “Cast all your care upon Him; for 
He careth for you,” 1 Pet. 5, 7. He promises to provide us with all 
that we need for the support of this life. Banks may fail, thieves 
may get our silver and gold, property may depreciate or lose its value, 
but this promise of our God shall endure forevermore. Who else but 
we Christians enjoys these advantages and blessings? Verily, it is 
a great privilege to be a Christian! 


ER 

But the apostle, in our text, mentions a second advantage which 
we Christians enjoy: By Christ we have an unfailing hope of 
eternal life. 

After all, to be well provided for during this life is but a small 
matter. For this life soon is over, and what then? We Christians 
know “what then.” Paul says: “I thank my God always on your 
behalf for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ,” v. 4. 
We have been “called unto the fellowship of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God,” v. 9. That is true of every Christian. And therefore the 
grace and good pleasure of God now rest upon us. For the sake of 
Jesus Christ whom we have embraced in true faith, we have forgive- 
ness of sins and are God’s dear children, and as such are in possession 
of everything we need for body and soul. We “come behind in no 
gift, waiting [while we wait] for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” v. 7. That is our present state,—we wait for that great 
and glorious day on which our dear Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
will return from heaven to deliver us from the ills of this life and 
receive us into His glory. Our present life is a life of sincere hope 
and joyous expectation. In all trials and tribulations, amid crosses 
of whatsoever nature, our comfort and consolation is this, the day 
of glorious deliverance is coming. This hope braces us up and shines 
on our way like a kindly star in the darkness of night. Be the way 
ever so gloomy, the future ever so dismal, still the bright light of 
hope, of eternal life, shines in our heart. 

Ah, what a splendid, what a glorious advantage this! Of the 
unchristians it is said that they are without hope in this world, 
Eph. 2, 12. To be sure, at times they also speak of heaven and of 
yonder world. Yes, they all hope to be saved. But they cannot tell 
you anything about that heaven and yonder world of which they 
speak, nor how to get there. At best, they imagine that if a person 
leads a blameless life before men, he will be acceptable with God. 
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Poor, deluded world! She knows nothing of God, nothing of heaven, 
nothing of the way of salvation. She really and truly is without God 
and without hope in this world. Small wonder that so many of them 
become despondent in adversity, lay hands on their own life, commit 
suicide, and go down into eternal damnation. Oh! what blessed 
people, then, are we Christians who have the lively hope of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

But here we might be disturbed by doubts and misgivings. We 
know that we believe in Jesus Christ now, and that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. But shall 
we persevere in faith? This is the real question, for only “he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved,” Matt. 24, 13. 
Shall we endure? Oh, blessed people, we Christians! Our hope of 
eternal life through Jesus Christ is an unfailing hope; it maketh 
us not ashamed, Rom. 5, 5. Our text expressly states of Jesus Christ 
for whose coming unto our salvation we wait: “He shall also con- 
firm you. unto the end that ye may be blameless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” v. 8. That is a plain and unconditional promise: 
He shall confirm, strengthen, stablish us to the end, so that when 
Jesus will appear in the clouds of heaven, He will find us blameless 
and worthy to enter into life eternal with Him and to stand in His 
presence forevermore. Yes, we shall endure unto the end. 

Of course, we cannot endure by our own strength. “With might 
of ours can naught be done.” But then, we do not rest our hope 
and our assurance of endurance upon ourselves. “He — Jesus Christ 
— shall also confirm you,” v. 8. We rest our hope upon God. And 
“God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,” v. 9. God is faithful; He performs 
His promises, He accomplishes His works. He does nothing by 
halves, but finishes what He undertakes. He will finish also this 
good work which He has begun in us, Phil. 1, 6. The “gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance,” Rom. 11, 25. Jesus Christ 
is not only the Author, but also the Finisher of our faith, Hebr. 12, 2. 
There is but one thing we can and must do,—we must use the 
means whereby He would keep us in faith, the Word and the holy 
sacraments. If your physical life is to be preserved, you must partake 
of food. What a fool that expects to retain life and strength, but 
neglects to partake of food! And likewise, what a fool that expects 
to be kept in faith unto salvation, but neglects to use the food 
provided for his soul! But if we use the means of grace, God will 
keep us in faith unto the end. Yea, of a truth, our hope of eternal 
life is an unfailing hope. We live “in hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised,” Tit. 1, 3. Therefore we shall receive 
the end of our faith, even our soul’s salvation, 1 Pet. 1, 9. 

Oh, what a blessing, what a prerogative to be a Christian! What 
priceless advantages we enjoy! Not only do we possess all that we 
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need for body and soul in this life, we also have the assurance of 
eternal life after the trials and vicissitudes of this life. We are 
well provided for in time and eternity. Oh, do appreciate the blessings 
you enjoy because you are Christians! Do not mind the mockery 
and derision of the world. Poor deluded souls, — they know no better. 
Pity them for their blindness and try to relieve them of it. But 
you who enjoy these priceless gifts, oh! “hold that fast which thou 
hast that no man take thy crown!” Amen. TH. BUNDENTHAL. 


Sermon for Reformation. Festival. 
2 Cor. 4, 18. 


On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, Doctor of Divinity, Pro- 
fessor of Theology, and preacher at the Castle-Church in Wittenberg, 
Germany, nailed his 95 theses, or sentences, so famous and so re- 
nowned, to the door of said church. It was on the eve of All 
Saints’ Day that Luther began his great work which led to the over- 
throw of the papacy—once omnipotent in this world—and the 
reformation of the Church. 

The publishing of those 95 theses was not the first testimony of 
Luther against papal corruptions. Already in previous years he had 
raised his voice and pen against the flippant John Tetzel, who, in 
the name of the pope and the bishop of Mayence, had carried on his 
infamous traffic of selling for money the remission of sins to the 
superstitious and ignorant people. But by publishing those theses, 
his controversy with papal Rome became public and general. There- 
fore we look upon the 31st day of October, 1517, as the birthday of 
the glorious and God-sent reformation of the Church. 

All Lutherans to this day commemorate the birth of the Refor- 
mation. The Festival of the Reformation with us Lutherans is a 
day of praise and thanksgiving to God. And, most assuredly, we 
have ample reason for such praise and thanksgiving; for God has 
rescued the nations of the world from the thraldom of the Anti- 
christ, the ungodly pope, and from a church corrupt to the very core. 
And as it has pleased God to use Luther as His servant and in- 
strument to carry out His divine work, is it, then, not meet and 
right that we should honor such a servant of God as Luther was? 
Of course, we will not play the papist, 7. e., we will not canonize or 
worship him, but we are justified in assigning to him one of the 
brightest places in the roll of the illustrious dead; for Luther was 
one of the greatest men that ever lived. 

Luther was a great man in many respects. He was one of the 
foremost thinkers of all times; he was one of the most learned 
the world has ever known,—even the princes of learning, Philip 
Melanchthon and Erasmus Roterodamus, acknowledged him to be 
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such; he was one of the greatest orators that the world has ever 
had; he was a poet, composer, and musician of some fame. But 
most of all, he was the greatest preacher and theologian since the 
days of the great apostle St. Paul. Permit me, therefore, to invite 
your devout attention to the following fact:— 


THAT LUTHER WAS THE GREATEST PREACHER AND THEO- 
LOGIAN SINCE THE DAYS OF ST. PAUL. 


This fact is attested, - 
1. By his great faith; 2. By his fearless testimony. 


% 

Our text, beloved friends, is found in the Second Epistle of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. St. Paul took those words from Ps. 116. 
He says in our text: “We... therefore speak.” With these words 
St. Paul holds up the great faith of David to the Corinthians and 
all true Christians as a model faith. And, indeed, David was a man 
of heroic faith, as his whole history proves. David was a true child 
of God at the time he wrote his psalms, for he himself says that he 
was “the pen of a ready Writer,” Ps. 45, 1. David was a child of 
God; but he was not God’s child by nature. St. Paul also, like David, 
wrote by inspiration of God, he also was a child of God; but he 
was not God’s child by nature. By nature, David, St. Paul, and all 
other Christians “were children of wrath,” Eph. 2, 3. David, St. Paul, 
and all others who became true Christians, came to be such by the 
grace of God, through faith in the Savior, Jesus Christ. And as 
God’s dear children they manifested great faith. 

Thus, also, it was with Luther. He, too, was a child of wrath 
by nature; but he, too, by God’s grace, was made a true child of God. 
He was baptized in his infancy, and through Holy Baptism he be- 
came God’s child; for it is written: “As many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ,” Gal. 3, 27. But Luther 
found no nourishment for his faith in the Roman Catholic Church; 
no, he rather lost his faith in the jungle of papistic superstition, 
heresy, and idolatry. Realizing that all men are transgressors of 
God’s Law, and, therefore, under God’s wrath and condemnation, he 
became terrified, and knew not what he should do in order to re- 
ceive the forgiveness of his sins. Notwithstanding the fact that he 
had received the degree of Master of Arts in 1505, and had been 
ordained a priest in 1507, moreover, though he had even received 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the faculty of the university 
at Wittenberg in 1512, he knew not how a sinner could obtain the 
remission of his sins. It is true, the passage from the Book of 
Habakuk reading: “The just shall live by his faith,” chap. 2, 4, 
had made a deep impression upon him; however, for the time being 
he could not grasp its full meaning and import. But the hour of his 
gracious deliverance came when he, in 1515, lectured to his students 
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on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. He then, by the grace 
of God, came to a right understanding of the cardinal doctrine of 
the Bible: the justification by faith in Christ Jesus. He himself 
writes: “Now I was made glad, for now the whole Scripture, yea, 
heaven itself, was opened unto me.” 

The right doctrine of justification by faith in Jesus Christ is 
‚the key to the whole Bible. Having found this key, he diligently 
used it himself and also gave it to his students and many preachers 
for their own spiritual welfare as well as for the welfare of thou- 
sands of others. Now the light of heaven had been restored to the 
Church which the Roman hierarchy had placed under a bushel. 

It was Luther’s faith that prompted him to raise his voice and 
pen against the infamous traffic of John Tetzel. It was his faith 
that moved him to nail his 95 theses to the door of the Castle- 
Church at Wittenberg, October 31, 1517. It was his faith that gave 
him unsurpassed courage to burn the papal bull of excommunication 
against him, December 10, 1520, in the presence of the professors 
and students at Wittenberg, imploring them, to forsake the ungodly 
pope and the many heresies of the Roman Catholic Church if they 
‘eared to save their immortal souls from eternal damnation. It was 
his faith that filled his heart with superhuman fortitude to remain 
firm and steadfast in his convictions, and not to retract his Bible- 
teachings, when he, April 18, 1521, before the august Diet at Worms, 
concluded his renowned defense with these memorable words: “Un- 
less I am convinced by proofs of Holy Scripture or by conclusive 
arguments, I will not retract anything; for my conscience is bound 
in God’s Word, and it is neither safe nor right to do anything against 
conscience.” And, glancing over the august assembly, on whose will 
his life hung, he added in deep solemnity those immortal words: 
“Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. So help me God!” The 
papists raved, and they sought to destroy his life. His Elector, 
Frederick the Wise, had him taken to the Wartburg Castle for safe- 
keeping. There Luther remained for ten months, translating the 
New Testament into the German language and commencing his 
postils on the Gospel-lessons. Though being under the ban of the 
pope and the interdict of the emperor, Luther left his place of 
safety and went to Wittenberg, teaching and preaching the Word 
of God. It was his fasth that gave him strength and courage to 
remain steadfast in his work even to his death, February 18, 1546. 
Time does not permit, otherwise I should cite other instances of 
the most eventful and useful life of this greatest preacher and 
theologian since the days of the great apostle St. Paul. 


2. 
St. Paul says in our text: “We, having the same spirit of 
faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I 
spoken,—we also believe and therefore speak.” Because St. Paul 
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believed, therefore he spoke. St. Paul was a true Christian, a true 
believer of the Word of God. All true believers of God’s Word will 
also speak out what they believe; they will give an account of the 
faith that is in them, by word and deed. So it always has been, 
and so it always will be. Thus it also was with Luther. He.was 
a courageous and noble confessor of the Bible truths. 

Luther had been an ardent admirer of the pope and a devout 
member of the Roman Catholic Church, until God delivered him 
from the error of his way. 

The papal system is the most covert hypocrisy of all human 
devices. The papal religion is essentially the religion of pagan priest- 
hood. There is to this very day but one means that is able to 
redeem men from Roman Catholic or papistie priestcraft, and this 
means is the Word of God as it is revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 
Luther conquered papal Rome through this means. Without the 
Bible it would have been impossible for Luther or any one else to 
unfrock the papal system. With faith in his heart, and the Bible 
in his hand, Luther testified against papal Rome. When Luther 
rose, “the heart of the Church was in a state of fearful decay. The 
gospel of man had displaced, and almost vanquished, the Gospel of 
God. Christianity, which started as a proclamation of salvation by 
grace through faith, had become transmuted into a system of de- 
grading works. 

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that man is not saved by 
grace, but also by his own works or merits. Against this false doc- 
trine, Luther testified. He taught with the Bible that man is saved 
by grace only, and that he is justified before God through faith in 
Jesus Christ, the God-man, Redeemer of the sinful and lost world. 
And this is Bible truth; for it is written: “By grace are ye saved, 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; 
not of works, lest any man should boast,” Eph. 2, 8. 9. And again 
it is written: “God so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life,” John 3, 16.— The Roman Catholic Church 
has robbed the laymen of the right administration of the Lord’s 
Supper, as it gives them the consecrated bread only, withholding 
from them the cup—the officiating priest drinking for them; yea, 
the host is held up by the priest for adoration. Against this false, 
idolatrous, and blasphemous doctrine, Luther testified. He taught 
with the Bible that the holy sacrament should be received in both 
kinds, and that the bread and wine are not changed into the body 
and blood of Christ, but that in, with, and under the consecrated 
bread and wine the communicants receive Christ’s true body and 
blood in a sacramental manner for the remission of their sins and 
the strengthening of their faith. And this is Bible doctrine; for it 
is written: “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed 
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it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; 
this is my body. And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the 
new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins,” 
Matt. 26, 26—28.— The Roman Catholic Church has utterly cor- 
rupted the Bible doctrine of confession and absolution. It teaches 
that a person receives remission for those sins only which he con- 
fesses to a Roman Catholic priest in the auricular confession, and 
that he must suffer the pangs of purgatory for the rest; but that by 
buying indulgences, the arrest in purgatory may be shortened. Against 
these false and soul-destroying doctrines, Luther testified. He taught 
with the Bible that “the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth 
us from all sin,” 1 John 1, 7. Luther taught with the Bible that it 
is not necessary to confess one’s sins to any priest, but that con- 
fession to God is sufficient; for it is written: “I acknowledged my 
sins unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will 
confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin,” Ps. 32, 5. And again it is written: “Bless the 
Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases,” Ps. 103, 
1—3.— The Bible knows nothing of a purgatory; for it teaches 
two places only in the hereafter, heaven and hell. It is written: 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth,” 
Rev. 14, 18. The rich man, when he had been compelled to leave 
this world, lifted up his eyes in hell, being in torments; Lazarus, 
who died in the Lord, was carried into Abraham’s bosom in heaven 
as soon as he had died. (Luke 16, 19—31.) Yea, it is written: “He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned,” Mark 16, 16.— In the Roman Catholie Church 
the departed saints are considered mediators between God and the 
sinner, and, consequently, are called upon for help in all kinds of 
physical and spiritual distresses. Against this mode of idolatry, 
Luther testified. He taught with the Bible that neither angels nor 
saints, but God alone must be called upon, and that He alone must 
be worshiped; for it is written: “Thou shalt worship the Lord, thy 
God, and Him only shalt thou serve,” Matt. 4, 10. (Of. Is. 63, 16.) 
And again it is written: “There is one God, and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus,” 1 Tim. 2, 5. Not angels, 
not saints, not popes, not bishops, not priests are mediators between 
God and men, but Jesus Christ, and none other. — From the days of 
Gregory VII, at the close of the eleventh century, to the time of 
Luther, in the sixteenth century, the pope was the mighty ruler of 
both Church and State. The mightiest kings and emperors did not 
dare to disobey the pope’s orders, whether they pertained to secular 
or spiritual matters. Princes, kings, and emperors were only the 
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ready tools and fools of the popes or of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy. Against the practices of popes, cardinals, bishops, and priests 
of the Roman Church, Luther testified, and his testimony was heard 
by the whole civilized world. What princes, kings, and emperors 
did not venture to do, Luther did: he fought the Roman hierarchy 
and he slew the Roman dragon with the two-edged sword, the Bible, 
which he had found chained in the library of the university at Erfurt. 
Luther restored to the civil governments their God-given place and 
authority, which the Roman hierarchy had taken away from them. 
It is to Luther’s testimony and work that the world owes its political 
and religious liberty. It was Luther who taught a pope- and priest- 
ridden world that it is written: “Render therefore unto Caesar the 
things which are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s,” 
Matt. 22, 21. It was Luther who also taught the Church that it 
has but one Lord, Jesus Christ, and that there is but one authority by 
which all questions of faith and life may be, yea, must be, decided, 
and that this one and only authority is the Word of God, the Bible. 
Let us, then, most beloved friends, honor Luther, whom God in 
His wisdom saw fit to become the great Reformer of the Church! 
Let us not grow weary in giving glory and thanks to God for His 
kindness which He manifested for His people in raising up the great 
Reformer of the Church! I close with the words of the holy apostle 
St. Paul in our text: “We also believe and therefore speak.” Yea, 
God give us a portion of Luther’s faith and courage, so that we may 
also speak and defend the truth as it is revealed unto us in His 
Word! Amen. Alsle 126 


Dedicatory Sermon. 
13.260, tl. Huh 


“The kingdom of heaven is within you.” “If a man love me, 
he will keep my Word, and my Father will love him, and we shall 
come unto him and make our abode with him.” “Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 

Here we have, in the words of Christ and the Apostle Paul, 
a brief statement of the spiritual character of Christianity. Chris- 
tianity is essentially an affair of the heart, wholly independent of 
outward works, independent also of church buildings and temples 
made by human hands. It is in the human heart that God would 
dwell and erect His throne. 

What, then, we may ask, has the erection and dedication of 
this new church edifice to do with Christianity? What do these 
dead materials signify, no matter how beautifully and artistically 
they may be joined together? If the proper dwelling-place of God 
is the heart of man, what folly and presumption to put up a building 
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and call it a house of God! Does this not betray a lack of appre- 
hension of the lofty spiritual nature of our religion? Does it not 
show clearly that we have not yet fully grasped the great and vital 
truth emphasized by the Founder of Christianity and the New Testa- 
ment writings? Although it might appear so, and although there 
is nowhere in the Bible a single passage expressly enjoining upon us 
the duty or obligation of building churches, yet we may in a certain 
sense call this church, as every other true Christian church, an abode 
of the Deity. Nor does this conflict with the spiritual nature of 
Christianity as described by Jesus and Paul. 

But this calls for some further explanation; and the text which 
I have chosen for the present occasion may serve to give us the 
necessary light on the matter. The subject, therefore, etc.: 


A TRUE CHURCH THE DWELLING-PLACE OF GOD. 


1. What constitutes a church the dwelling-place of God. 
2. The importance of this truth for our religious Icfe. 


1; 


Our text, as you note, is taken from the prophet Isaiah, one of 
the very greatest of the inspired writers. In order properly to under- 
stand and appreciate the two verses under consideration, we must 
know something of the situation, the eircumstances, under which they 
were uttered. Though himself belonging to an earlier generation, 
the prophet, whose vision penetrated the veil overhanging the future, 
sees his countrymen groaning under the yoke of the oppressor on 
the banks of the Euphrates. The national existence of Israel is 
destroyed, the country devastated, Jerusalem, with the glories and 
splendors of the temple, in ruins. But while weeping by the waters 
of Babylon, the exiled Jews see the bright star of hope arise in the 
darkness, filling their hearts with joy. The voice of prophecy holds 
out the glad prospect of restoration. They are to return to their 
native hills and valleys in Palestine, restore their national capital, 
and, above all, rebuild the temple of Jehovah. 

At first glance, it might appear as if the prophet did not share 
the joy of his people at the glad prospect of rebuilding the temple 
and restoring the national worship. He seems to be wholly out of 
sympathy with any and every plan to build a house of worship unto 
Jehovah. In fact, he seems to summon all the eloquence at his 
command in opposing the idea as being irreconcilable with the great- 
ness and majesty of God. Says he: “Thus says Jehovah, Heaven is 
my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what manner of house will 
ye build unto me, and what place shall be my rest?” Kings may 
build castles, and millionaires, mansions, but what folly, the prophet 
seems to say, to build a house unto Him who fills the universe with 
His presence and holds all things in the hollow of His hand! What 
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blindness to build a house of wood or stone unto Him for whom 
this whole wide earth, with all its manifold beauties and wonders, is 
just large and good enough to be the resting-place of His feet! 

However, these are only apparently the prophet’s sentiments. He 
is not, as some modern interpreters think, advocating a form of 
worship without even a temple or a sanctuary. On the contrary, 
he expressly refers in other passages to the rebuilding of the temple, 
and comforts the exiles with this joyous prospect. What Isaiah 
is opposing, and that with all the powers at his command, are some 
radically wrong notions held by his people about the temple as the 
abode of the Deity. Grossly materialistic in their ideas, many of the 
Jewish people considered the temple at Jerusalem as very literally 
the abode of their God. They localized Him there in a manner utterly 
at variance with His spiritual character. When the prophet Jeremiah 
predicted the captivity of the nation and the downfall of J erusalem, 
his contemporaries laughed him to scorn, and, pointing to the temple 
in their midst, cried out, “The temple of Jehovah, the temple of 
Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah are these!” Jehovah, they thought, 
was associated with the temple in such a way as to render it and 
all Jerusalem inviolable. Jehovah had taken up His abode therein, 
and this was the guaranty of their safety and security. 

Now while we may not entertain such crude notions as these, 
with reference to our church-buildings, it is nevertheless not too 
much to say that many of us are not entirely free from the same 
superstition in a finer and subtler form. We are only too apt to 
attach a certain sanctity to a building from the mere fact that 
it is a church. We can hardly rid ourselves of the notion that 
somehow God dwells in the church, that we are, perhaps, just a 
little nearer to- God inside the church than outside of it, that a 
prayer, for instance, uttered within the church will reach the throne 
of grace more easily and rapidly than one uttered within the walls 
of our own home. As far as any such ideas lurk in the recesses 
of our hearts, we are the victims of the same superstition that the 
prophet Isaiah contended against over twenty-five centuries ago. 

In no such sense, therefore, is this church, or any other Christian 
church, a house of God. The materials employed in its construction, 
all its interior furnishings, its pulpit, its altar, its paintings, its 
hangings, or whatever else may serve to give it what is called a 
churchly appearance, all this does not contribute one iota towards. 
constituting it a dwelling-place of the Almighty. All this is merely 
external and does not touch the root of the matter. 

What, then, does? The prophet tells us in a few plain words. 
“Unto that man will I look, even unto him that is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, and that trembleth at my Word.” So, then, it is 
not merely the building of temples and churches that is vital and 
important, but the one thing that is important, the one thing that 
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is vital, the one thing that is needful and essential, the one thing 
that constitutes any place a house of God is, that the Word of God 
be proclaimed there. When the patriarch Jacob was on his way to. 
Mesopotamia, God appeared to him in a dream. Jacob called the 
spot Bethel, which means house of God. It is by His revealed Word 
that God speaks to us. Hence any place where this Word is preached 
can very properly be called a Bethel, a house of God. 

And it is, of course, quite immaterial what manner of house it 
may be, if it only have this one distinguishing mark. Whether the 
house be small, rude, and unadorned, or whether it be a stately, 
heaven-towering structure, embellished and decorated with all that 
wealth and art can supply, He whose eyes are not dazzled by out- 
ward pomp and splendor will judge them both according to the same 
standard, and that is, whether they possess the indispensable char- 
acteristic of a true Bethel, unswerving loyalty to the Word of God. 
Yes, the meanest and unsightliest hut in which a handful of simple 
believers assemble in the name of Jesus to hear and contemplate 
His Word is clothed with greater glory and beauty in the eyes of 
God than the grandest cathedral which may have been centuries in 
building, but which does not stand for the full, pure, and un- 
mutilated Gospel of Christ. 

Your new house of worship is a true house of God. The Word 
of God, and nothing else, shall be heard within its walls. When, 
therefore, you assemble here, the words of the psalmist may fitly 
find an echo in your own hearts: “Lord, I have loved,” ete. 


2. 

The importance of what I have just been telling you is far from 
being realized by our modern world; in fact, it never has been 
realized by the world at any time. You know that the large majority 
of people think they need no church. And now I do not mean so 
much the avowed infidel and scoffer, who openly rejects all religion 
and pours contempt and ridicule upon all things that we regard 
sacred and divine, but rather that other large class of people, who, 
while not professedly irreligious, think that they can serve God 
just as well without a church as with one. They need no Bibles, 
no churches, no preachers. They will follow their natural instincts, 
listen to the still small voice of conscience, the ever-present monitor 
within their own hearts, do the right, as God gives them to see the 
right, and as for their defects and shortcomings, — and who is with- 
out faults?—a loving Father in heaven will, they think, graciously 
cover them all with the broad mantle of infinite love and goodness. 
Besides, they argue, God does not dwell in houses made by man. 
He is omnipresent. He may be worshiped just as acceptably under 
the blue canopy of the skies, which He Himself has made, as within 
walls of brick or stone reared by the hand of man. 
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This is the religion of the natural man, the religion that we are 
all born with. And it is insufficient. For while the heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the manifold works of nature speak to us in 
myriad tongues of His majesty, power, wisdom, and also of His 
goodness, and while our own conscience is indeed a voice to be 
obeyed, all these tongues and voices are silent with reference to that 
great and momentous question, “What must I do to be saved?” The 
answer to this greatest of all questions, a question, moreover, forcing 
itself with dread and pitiless persistence upon all the children of men, 
is written neither on the broad expanse of the heavens above, nor 
on the surface of the earth beneath, nor on the tablets of our own 
hearts; it is written nowhere else than in the Bible, the Word of 
God. This is the appointed channel through which God communicates 
with man, and through which he reveals to a sinful race His eternal 
counsel of redemption through His Son Jesus Christ. And the 
Church has been established in the world by Christ Himself to 
be the bearer and herald of this message of salvation to fallen 
humanity. Consider, therefore, what it means to ignore the Church 
and its ministrations and to think of saving yourself by blindly 
following your own imaginations in religious matters. Consciously 
or unconsciously, these people virtually declare that the Gospel is 
wholly unnecessary, that the coming of Christ into the world, His 
suffering and death on Calvary, His resurrection and ascension, are a 
meaningless spectacle, having no concern with true religion. While 
God in His Word says: “This is the way, walk ye in it,” they say, 
“No, we have found a more excellent way, a more direct route, and 
we prefer to travel by it.” Whether this is a wise and safe attitude 
to hold, I shall leave to your own judgment. 

The lax notions which I have just described have largely in- 
vaded the ranks of the Christian Church itself. The self-taught and 
self-sufficient people without the Church have, so to speak, their 
first cousins within it. The one class calmly and coolly ignores the 
Word of God; the other would retain it, but in a diluted and color- 
less form. We hear much nowadays about a creedless Church and 
an undogmatie Christianity, and all that sort of thing. It is pub- 
lished from the housetops that it is quite unessential to your Chris- 
tianity whether you adopt and believe any set of fixed dogmas, or 
artieles of faith, or not. Christianity, it is asserted, consists not 
so much in correct believing as in correct living. The one essential 
thing is, that you steadfastly adhere to the right, and let creeds and 
dogmas take care of themselves. “For creeds and faiths let graceless 
bigots fight; he can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.” By 
removing the barriers of creed, it is thought, the various denomina- 
tions could easily unite into one grand unconquerable host of Chris- 
tian soldiers who could take the citadel of the enemy with flying 
colors, work harmoniously together for the social and moral advance- 
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ment of humankind, and, within the space of a generation or two, 
bring about a regeneration of the world. What a glorious consum- 
mation! But in the first place, this rosy dream would remain a 
dream even if the method proposed should be adopted; and in the 
second place, the method proposed involves a direct negation of 
everything that-is distinctively Christian. If the Christian Church 
contends for nothing else than outward conduct and civic or social 
morality, then it has no reason to exist and might as well be abolished, 
and the dedication of your church to-day would be an exceedingly 
useless procedure. But the fact is, that you can no more conceive 
of true Christianity without creed and dogma than of a house built 
of mist and moonshine. You can no more conceive of a Christian 
Church without a creed than of a human being without a backbone. 
Creeds and dogmas lie at the very foundation, constitute the very 
backbone of Christianity. When Christ said: “I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life,” He expressed in the most positive way a very 
distinct doctrine, a dogma, if you will. When He said: “The Son 
of Man came into the world... to give His life a ransom for many,” 
that was also an article of faith, a part of the Christian creed. When 
Paul wrote: “Man is justified by faith, without the deeds of the 
Law,” he made a decidedly dogmatic utterance. And thus I might 
go on. The whole Bible, so far from being vague, hazy, watery, in- 
definite, and creedless, is from beginning to end decided, definite, 
positive, severe, and uncompromisingly dogmatic. What are creeds 
and dogmas anyway? They are nothing more and nothing less than 
a systematic coordination, a methodical grouping together of the 
teachings of the Bible on vital points and questions. The Church, 
of course, has no business to invent new dogmas, such as are not 
contained in the Scriptures, and impose them on the consciences of 
men. That is spiritual tyranny, such as is practiced by the Romish 
Church. For that reason we condemn and reject such dogmas as 
purgatory or the belief in an intermediate state of purification after 
death, as unscriptural and antiscriptural. But whatever has a Bib- 
lical basis, it is the Church’s duty to uphold and defend, no matter 
how much men may rant and rave against dogmas and creeds. The 
true Church must be dogmatic, because the Word of God which she 
must proclaim is dogmatic. 

Your church is a true church, this new church-building a true 
Bethel where God shall speak to men. If you fully realize the 
deep significance of this fact, you will not only be faithful and 
regular attendants, but also zealous workers for the cause you 
represent. May this your new church ever be a tower of strength 
and a citadel of truth, a living force in the community, a shining 
center in the city of , radiating its blessings upon all within 
her reach for time and eternity. C. GAENSSLE. 


Bes 


